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B arbara A. Hinrichs, age 86, of Grand Haven passed away Tuesday, February 1,

2023, at Trinity Hospital from complications due to Covid-19 and post-Polio
Syndrome. She was born June 19, 1936, in Oak Park, IL to Edward and Marie (Kozlik)

Wronski. She met the love of her life, C. Bruce Hinrichs at a friend’s wedding and

they were married on August 20, 1960, in Detroit, Michigan.

Barbara grew up in a large extended Polish family with 22 first cousins. She was the Valedictorian

of her 1954 Detroit Mercy High School graduating class and earned a teaching degree in Home
Economics from Mercy College. She taught in Detroit and Olivet before the birth of her first
child. After her children were older, she had a second career of more than 25 years in banking,

initially as a teller with Security First Bank & Trust, culminating as a team member with the Fifth
Third Loan Department. Barbara’s Catholic faith was a foundation in her life and she and Bruce

were active at St. Francis De Sales Parish in Holland. She enjoyed travel with Bruce, and as a lover
of Strauss waltzes, the highlight for her was their 25th anniversary trip to Vienna, Austria. Barbara
was a talented seamstress who designed and made her own wedding dress, and over the years

made clothing and textile creations for her family and special occasions. She loved baking and
was famous for her many Christmas cookie recipes and her often requested cheesecake. She
passed on her mother’s tradition of harvesting and preserving fresh fruit and vegetables to her

family. Barbara took advantage of life on Lake Michigan by sharing her love of sailing with the
family and ensuring that her children became strong swimmers. During beach bonfires, she

taught everyone that evenings' star constellations as well as traditional campfire songs. Barbara
was a lifelong reader and advocate for literacy and education; she taught catechism for many
years at St. Patrick’s Parish, was active in P.E.O. (an international women's organization providing

educational opportunities for women), and after retirement she volunteered as a literacy coach at
the Loutit Library and participated in summer reading programs for migrant children through

her church. In spite of her petite stature, Barbara had a strong and determined personality and
work ethic plus a marvelous sense of humor, all of which enabled her to survive polio at the age
of 13 and conquer all her post-Polio challenges. Her greatest joys were hosting family and friends
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at the family home on Lake Michigan, becoming a grandmother, and spending time reading and
baking with her children and grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband of almost 63 years, Bruce who died on December 29,
2022. She is survived by three children: Lisa Hinrichs-Hodgini, Kirsten (Jay) McKillop, and Brant

(Miki) Hinrichs; and four grandchildren: Kyle and Sean McKillop, and Eads and Fenn Hinrichs;
sister, Edwina Stewart; niece and nephew, Jen Stewart, and Jeremy Stewart.

A joint memorial service for Barbara and Bruce will take place on Saturday, June 17, 2023 at 12:00

PM at The VanZantwick Chapel of Sytsema Funeral and Cremation Services, 620 Washington
Ave, Grand Haven, MI 49417. Interment will take place in the Grand Haven Township Historic

Cemetery. Memorial contributions in memory of Barbara may be given to P.E.O. Educational
Loan Fund (P.E.O. Executive Office, Treasurer's Dept. 3700 Grand Ave. Des Moines, IA 50312) or
the Loutit District Library. Please sign the family’s online guestbook at

http://www.sytsemafh.com.

Obituary Barbara A. Hinrichs
JUN  19, 1936 - FEB  1, 2023

PAGE 4 OF 7

https://www.peointernational.org/about-peo-educational-loan-fund-elf
https://www.peointernational.org/about-peo-educational-loan-fund-elf
https://www.loutitlibrary.org/
http://www.sytsemafh.com/


Memorial Service

The VanZantwick Chapel of Sytsema Funeral &

Cremation Services

620 Washington Avenue, Grand Haven MI 49417

Cemetery Details

Historic Cemetery

12604 168th Avenue, Grand Haven MI 49417
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=43.0614894,-86.2238707
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=42.997763,-86.202698
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JB Jeff Beswick posted:

Barb and Bruce were wonderful members of the Grand Haven community. I enjoyed getting to know

them as supporters of the Loutit District Library in Grand Haven. They were thoughtful and generous

people, and always very kind to me as a library board member. We will miss them!

June 17 at 8:16 AM

TQ Todd Quick lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

February 14 at 6:26 AM

BR Bill And Maura Reynolds posted:

What a force she was. We'll miss seeing her at St. Francis.Bill and Maura Reynolds

February 13 at 5:27 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Barbara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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